Successive abdominal roentgenograms: a new method of evaluating postoperative small bowel activity.
The technique of two successive abdominal roentgenograms at a five minute interval is proposed as a new method of evaluating small bowel activity in the presence of postoperative intestinal distention. One hundred and forty-four cases of postoperative small bowel distention were studied with this technique and correlated with the clinical evaluation of the bowel sounds and with the development of a variety of postoperative complications. Correlation with the bowel sounds was fairly good, except in the presence of a clinical description of hypoactive sounds. Reduced activity on the successive roentgenograms after the third postoperative day was frequently associated with postoperative complications, while persistent small bowel distention in the presence of significant roentgen activity usually indicated mechanical small bowel obstruction. This method for determination of small bowel activity thus appears to be useful in evaluating postoperative problems.